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1 . A preliminary amendment was filed 05/30/2006. Claims 1-3 have been canceled. 
Claims 4-6 have been newly added. Claims 4-6 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ressler 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0200227). 

For claim 4, Ressler teaches a system for identifying and protecting assets, the 
system comprising: 

a central register comprising: 

an assets database configured to store registered assets (note paragraph 
[0030]); and 

a protection elements database operatively connected to the assets 
database and configured to store a plurality of protection elements (note 
paragraph [0030]), wherein said protection elements comprise at least one of an 
encapsulated microchip and an identification microdot (note paragraphs [0037] 
and [0047]); 

a plurality of registration terminals operatively connected to the protection 
elements database, each of said registration terminals configured to retrieve one or 
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more protection elements from the protection elements database and to register a 
selected asset by applying the one or more retrieved protection elements to one or 
more locations associated with the selected asset (note paragraphs [0037] and [0063], 
"bureau of motor vehicles"); and 

a plurality of verification terminals accessible by authorized personnel and 
operatively connected to the assets database, said verification terminals configured to 
search the assets database for an input protection element (note paragraphs [0032] and 
[0035]). 

For claim 5, Ressler teaches claim 4 wherein each verification terminal includes 
a protection element reader configured to read the input protection element (note 
paragraphs [0035] and [0038]). 

For claim 6, Ressler teaches claim 4 wherein each registration terminal includes 
application equipment configured to apply the retrieved protection element to the one or 
more locations associated with the selected asset (note paragraphs [0037] and [0063]). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,925 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2437 

Vatanen (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0083320) teaches a microchip 
safety marking registered in a database and attached to an object (note paragraphs 
[0006]-[0007]). 

Brooks (U.S. Patent 6,275,153) teaches a transponder attached to an object. A 
reader reads an ID from the transponder and compares the ID with a list of registered 
objects (note column 5, lines 3-23). 

Michael et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0088442) teaches the 
tracking of items in a database (note paragraph [0076]). The items can be identified 
with a variety of automatic identification technologies including microdots (note 
paragraph [0079]). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J. PEARSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-071 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 
5:00pm; off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David J Pearson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



